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Dear Parents and Families,

Thank you for your interest in our Montessori centre. We are very proud of the programs we can 
offer your child.

In addition to our Preschool Program and Transition Program we offer a Playgroup Program for 
children from 12 months of age, where children come along to each session with their parents or 
a trusted caregiver.

Our Transition Program caters for children aged between 2 and 3 years. This program is designed for 
the children to attend independently, once they have settled into the environment and built relationships 
with the educators.

A detailed description of each program, session times and fees are on the following pages.

To secure your place on our waiting list, please complete the application form with a non-refundable 
deposit of $35.00 and return it to the centre or visit our website and apply online.

We believe that the best way for you to decide if the Montessori method of education is best suited 
to you and your child is for you to visit the centre and observe a session.

Our qualified educators will be happy to guide you through the classroom and discuss the curriculum 
with you, answering any questions or queries you may have.

We strongly recommend you bring your child with you when you visit, so yourself and the educators 
can evaluate which program may best suit your child’s needs. Please contact the centre to arrange 
a time to visit.

Thank you and we look forward to meeting both yourself and your child in the near future.

Regards,

Maeve Rundle
Managing Director

Be informed.
Please read the following.
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The Montessori
Education Method

Maria Montessori was born in Italy in 1870. She was the first woman in Italy to attend Medical School and later com-
pleted degrees in Education, Philosophy and Anthropology.

In 1907 Maria Montessori established the first Casa Di Bambino, “House of Children’, using her own method of teach-
ing with specialised materials.

In 1913 - 1914 international training courses opened with Montessori as the director. She spent the years from 1913 until 
her death touring and lecturing extensively in the Montessori method of education. Her works now primarily involves 
teacher training all over the world. In 1936 she established her home in Holland. In 1939 Montessori visited India to 
present a speech to the World Fellowship of Faith. She remained in India until the end of the war and in 1949, 1950 and 
1951 was nominated for the Novel Peace Prize. Dr. Montessori died in Holland in 1952.

Montessori Philosophy 0-6
The Absorbent Mind

Conscious Level
From about the age of three the child brings what he/she has already absorbed and continues to absorb to a con-
scious level. He/she now begins to classify with impressions, eg colour, red into shades of red. This sub stage, which 
lasts until about age six is characterised by the acquisition of language and the mastery of physical movements.
The toddler becomes a sprinter capable of challenging any Olympic athlete. The babbler conducts meaningful conver-
sations and indulges in reality based pretend play.

Sensitive Periods of Learning
Montessori believed that there are sensitive periods for learning things in which the child will effortlessly. 
Once they have passed the learning can still be done but it is with effort only.

These are now know as the windows of opportunity and her observations are backed up by recent brain research 
findings.

From age 0-6 years, the child is sensitive to order, acquiring language, walking, social aspects of life, discovering small 
objects and learning through their senses.

• Montessori believed that an infant possesses 
the capacity to absorb his environment simply by 
being in it. She used the way he learns to speak 
as an example of this.

• She believes the first three years are those of 
unconscious absorption. We don’t know that the 
child has been absorbing things from the 
environment until he brings this to a conscious 
level, or says his first word.

• All of baby’s impressions are registered by 
his/her senses.

• The child touches everything, examines it 
minutely and puts it in his mouth.

Montessori concluded 
from her observation:
• The child wants to learn

• The child has an innate tendency to explore

•  He/she wants to choose it and do it for himself/ 
 herself

• He/she learns through his/her senses

• The hand is the instrument of the brain

• He/she wants to do what we do and use 
 the same things we use

• He/she is fascinated by small objects.

• He/she likes things to be orderly and beautiful

• He/she wants a chance to practice things

• He/she wants to do it right

• Practice makes permanent

• He/she is interested in his social group.
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About the Programs

Playgroup Program
Enrolment Limited to 15 Students with 1 Educator. 
We hold this session every Wednesday morning from 9.30-11.00am. The program is designed for children aged 
between 12 months and 2 years. The playgroup sessions offer a routine of circle time, work time, snack time and music. 

During the work time the children and parents or trusted caregiver choose activities of interest from the prepared indoor 
and outdoor environment. Parents and trusted caregiver are encouraged to work with their child at his/her level, respecting 
their choices and movements between activities. 

The educators role is to stimulate the child’s natural love of learning through exploration and she will guide both parent 
and child in the use of the materials provided. To enable these young children to develop concentration we work and move 
quietly at all times in the environments Montessori believed that young children are extremely sensitive and it is for this 
reason that the teacher never displays the use of a raised or harsh voice or sudden loud or jerking movements. 

Parents are encouraged to adopt this manner of working with their children during the session. The controlled 
movement activities which are such fun for young children all enable them to practice controlling these little bodies which 
have just mastered many new skills in movement and language. 

Transition Program
Enrolment Limited to 15 Students with 2 Educators.
This program is held every weekday except Wednesday from 9:15am - 11:45am.
Children attending the Transition program are eligible to attend for a full day if preferred.
Full day session 9:00am – 3:30pm.
Morning and afternoon care is also available from 8:00am – 4:00pm 

It is designed as a gentle introduction to preschool life, where the child may be apart from the caregiver for the first time. 

The program is structured with an emphasis on children choosing and completing their own activities independently. 
An inside work period is followed by outside play. Music and movement are an important part of this program also. 

Excursions and parent education meetings are held every term and parents are encouraged to adopt Montessori practices 
with their children at home. Parents may sign up for 1 or several sessions.

Preschool Program
Enrolment Limited to 20 Students with 2 Educators or 25 Students with 3 Educators.
This program is held Monday to Friday. Full day session 9.00-3.30pm.

In preschool it is compulsory to attend a minimum of 2 sessions, however during their first term in the preschool program, while they 
are adapting, 1 session per week is permitted.

The preschool program builds on the foundation of the Transition programs. Children are greeted individually and begin work freely 
alone, with friends or with one on one interactions from the educators. They snack when they feel hungry and assist in the clean up 
of the room before joining circle time. 

The circle time consists of greeting songs, calendar songs, group discussion, group games and music. Outdoor play follows this and 
then there is another closing circle. During their work period children choose from the 5 main Montessori classroom curriculum areas. 
They often begin in the practical life and sensorial areas where hey refine their independent living skills using activities to sort and 
classify, as well as refining their fine motor skills with the activities of spooning, tongs and tweezers. 
 
Teachers will introduce the language, mathematical and cultural materials to them as they show interest in these areas. 
 
Montessori always adopts a concrete approach, for example, we introduce the sandpaper letters before moving on to areas like 
word building and reading. 
 
The Montessori curriculum is rich, varied and stimulating and at the centre educators choose a different focus study each term 
to enable children to explore areas in depth..
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Comparison of Montessori 
and Traditional Education

Traditional Approach
 
• Emphasis on rote knowledge and social development

• The teacher’s role is dominant and active; 
 the child is the passive participant 

• The teacher is the primary enforcer 
 of external discipline

• Individual and group instruction conforms 
 to the adults teaching style

• Same age grouping 
 
• Most teaching done by teacher and collaboration 
 is discouraged

• Curriculum structured with little regard 
 for child’s interests 
 
• Child is guided to concepts by teachers

• Child usually given specific time for work

• Instruction pace set by group norm or teacher

• Errors corrected by teacher

• Learning is reinforced externally by rewards 
 and discouragements

• Few materials for sensory, concrete manipulation

• Little emphasis on instruction or classroom maintenance

• Child assigned seat; encouraged to sit still

Montessori Approach
 
• Emphasis on cognitive and social development

• The teacher’s role is unobtrusive; child actively 
 participates in learning 

• Environment and method encourages internal 
 self-discipline

• Individual and group instruction adapts to each 
 student’s learning style

• Mixed age grouping 
 
• Children encourage to teach, collaborate and help 
 each other

• Child chooses own work from interests and abilities 
 
• Child formulates concepts from self-teaching materials

• Child works as long as s/he wants on chosen project

• Child sets own learning pace to internalise information

• Child spots own errors through feedback from material

• Learning is reinforced internally through child’s own 
 repetition of activity, internal feelings of success

• Multi-sensory materials for physical exploration 
 development

• Organised program for learning care of self and 
 care environment

• Child can work where s/he is comfortable, 
 moves and talks at will (yet doesn’t disturb others)
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Our Goals
• To provide a safe, happy and stimulating preschool experience for your child
• To nurture your child’s spontaneous and natural desire to learn
• Foster independence and self-help skills
• Develop concentration
• Promote self-esteem
• Provide challenging individual programs which build on a child’s strengths while respecting individuality
• Promote social skills, respect for themselves, each other and the environment

Behaviour Management
Montessori identified three development levels of self-control in young children
- 0-12 months the child is unable to control his will. Parents must be responsible for his/her safety.
- 1-5 years child is able to exercise self control but not all the time. Needs flexibility, understanding and positive guidance.
- 5 years onwards, child can and usually chooses to control his/her behaviour.

We believe that the most effective way to achieve socially appropriate behaviour is by consistent modelling of it.
Positive behaviour is acknowledged with warmth and genuine appreciation not praise or reward. 
Children are given many opportunities to practice socially appropriate behaviour with Montessori’s grace and courtesy exercise.

Conflict Resolution
This is done on an individual and respectful basis. Children are asked to identify inappropriate behaviour and reminded that 
we will not allow anyone to hurt them and we can not allow them to hurt anyone either. Eye contact with the student is made 
and retained and strategies for regaining self-control are discussed depending on the age level of the child.
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Our Staff
Maeve Rundle - Managing Director Early Childhood Educator 
Maeve qualified in Ireland as an early childhood educator and also holds a diploma in child psychology. Maeve has 

worked in early childhood education for the past twenty eight years. Maeve has undertaken her Montessori Studies.

Brigette Green Early Childhood Educator – Preschool Room 
Brigette has completed both her Certificate III in Children’s Services and her Diploma in Children’s Services. Over the 

past twelve years, Brigette has gained a wealth of experience working in various Child Care settings catering for chil-

dren aged between 0 -12 years of age. Brigette is also furthering her Montessori studies.

Julie O’ Shea Early Childhood Educator - Transition Room 
Julie has completed her Certificate III in Children’s Services and is in the final stages of completing her Diploma in Chil-

dren’s Services. Julie has been a part of the Montessori team for over five years.

Alice Rundle Early Childhood Educator - Preschool Room 
Alice has completed her Certificate II in Community Services and is currently undertaking her Certificate III in Children’s 

Services. Alice intends to complete her Diploma in Montessori Studies in the future.

Janni Lewold Early Childhood Educator - Preschool Room 
Janni has completed her Certificate III in Children’s Services. She has also worked for the Adult Migration English 

Program caring for children of new migrants as they studied English.

Valentina Bertotti Early Childhood Teacher – Preschool Room 
Valentina has grown up in Italy where the Montessori philosophy has been embedded in her learning. She has 

completed her Masters of Teaching (Early Childhood) and has had many years experience teaching pre-school and 

junior primary school children. Valentina is fluent in Italian, French and Spanish and has been awarded for her high 

level of competency.

Larissa Smith Early Childhood Educator – Preschool Room / Transition Room 
Larissa holds a Diploma in Children’s Services and is currently studying her Bachelor of Early Childhood Education. 

Larissa has had nine years experience working in a Montessori based child care centre.

Lisa Clarke Early Childhood Educator – Preschool Room / Transition Room 
Lisa holds a Certificate III in Children’s Services. Lisa has over fifteen years experience working in child care and 

kindergarten settings. Lisa is currently furthering her knowledge in the Montessori philosophy.

Jodi Foyle Early Childhood Teacher – Preschool Room / Transition Room 
Jodi holds a Bachelor in Early Childhood Education. Jodi has worked in primary schools and also childcare settings. 

Jodi has completed a training course with Autism SA and had many years experience in working with children with 

Autism and additional needs.

Kerry Hutchinson Office Administrator 
Kerry has twenty years experience working in administration for the Department of Education and Childhood 

Development. She has also completed her Certificate 111 in Children’s Services.
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Session Details and Fees
Fees are due on a weekly basis and can be paid via direct internet transfer, Ezidebit system, credit card or eftpos. 
Cash and cheques are not accepted at the Centre.

Please note the Preschool program and Transition program are approved for families to receive Child Care benefits. 
When you are enrolling your child you will need to advise the Family Assistance Office of the centre’s provider number which you 
will receive upon enrolment.

Toddler Playgroup Program 
Wednesday 9:30am - 11:00am
$18.00 per session

Transition Program (Approved for Child Care Benefit) 
Monday / Tuesday / Thursday / Friday 9:15am - 11:45am
$33.00 per session

Preschool Program (Approved for Child Care Benefit) 
Monday - Friday / Full day session 9:00am - 3:30am
$67.00 per session

Before and After School Care 
Monday - Friday / Morning session - 8:00am to 9am / Afternoon session - 3:30 to 4:00am
Morning session $8.00
Afternoon session $4.00

Enrolment Application 
Please complete this form and return it to the centre ASAP to ensure your child is placed on the waiting list. (Please disregard if you 
have submitted an online application). A $35.00 non-refundable application fee made out to the centre must accompany this form. 

 Date: .............................................................

Child’s Details 

Child Full Name: ........................................................................................................ Child’s Date of Birth: .............................................................  

Parent/Caregiver’s Details. 1

Parent/Caregivers Name: ..................................................................................... Home Phone Number: .............................................................  

Mobile Number: ...........................................................................Email: ...................................................................................................................

Contact Address: .......................................................................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Parent/Caregiver’s Details. 2

Parent/Caregivers Name: ..................................................................................... Home Phone Number: .............................................................  

Mobile Number: ...........................................................................Email: ...................................................................................................................

Contact Address:: ......................................................................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Date you would like your child to commence: ...........................................................................................

Are there any special considerations, including medical condition of which we should be aware of ? ..............................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

How did you hear about the centre: ........................................................................................................................................................................

Thank you for your application. We will now enter your child’s name on our waiting list and contact you closer to the preferred starting date. 
Please note that while we endeavour to accommodate your child’s position, enrolment is not guaranteed as placements depend on spaces 
available. Once your child is enrolled we will provide you with a more comprehensive enrolment form.

Please Tick Your Preference

 Toddler Playgroup
 Wednesday - 9:30am - 11:00am

 Transition
 Monday    Tuesday    Wednesday    Thursday    Friday

 Preschool
 Monday    Tuesday    Wednesday    Thursday    Friday


